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Cyrtanthus is one of the largest and most attractive African 
genera of the family Amaryllidaceae. Dyer last reviewed the 
genus in 1939. Since then six more southern African species 
have been described; two closely related genera, Vallota and 
Anoiganthus, have been incorporated into Cyrtanthus and one 
species of Cryptostephanus, C. herrei has been transferred 
into the genus. 
In this most recent review Miss Reid has collaborated with 
Dr Dyer to provide an up-to-date account of the 50 species 
currently recognized in southern Africa. 
The review, a clearly printed, soft covered booklet (230 x 
150 mm) consists of an introductory section which deals briefly 
with distribution, habitat, conservation and cytology. A 
valuable new key to the species is provided. Unlike earlier 
keys, several character combinations are used and wherever 
possible species distributions have been added. These 
improvements provide a welcome additional aid to species 
identification. 
S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk., 1985, 51(3) 
The bulk of the text is a species by species account which 
gives information, in most instances, on type specimens, syno-
nymy, flowering times, habitats and distributions. Extensions 
to distribution ranges have been noted for some species but as 
the authors omitted to examine material from the major Cape 
herbaria, the distributions given for southwestern and southern 
Cape species are somewhat restricted when compared to those 
based on all available herbarium records in South Africa. 
Clear distribution maps are given for all but four species. 
Thirty-one species are illustrated by means of line drawings 
and 16 species are depicted in colour photographs. The 
drawings are very clear but on the whole the colour reproduc-
tion does not do justice to the brilliance of these showy bulbs. 
The bibliography is comprehensive, especially when com-
bined with the list of references to the volumes of 'Flowering 
Plants of Africa' in which Cyrtanthus species figure. The index 
gives only the currently recognized species. The inclusion of 
synonyms would have added to its value. 
This work is a welcome addition to the small number of 
reference books available on South African Amaryllidaceae. 
No-one interested in the identification and growing of 
Cyrtanthus species should be without this useful review which 
was published as a memorial of the 50th anniversary of the 
Society. The book is also available from the Botanical 
Research Institute, Private Bag Xl01, Pretoria, 0001 Republic 
of South Africa. 
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